Concluding Note

“The Historic Centre of Macao” has now
been inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage
List, the result of invaluable support from
Central Government and the concerted efforts
of Macao’s local government departments and
citizens. This international recognition, shared
by us all, is a credit to Macao and to the legacy
of the Chinese civilization.

In the midst of our delight, however, we
must bear in mind the responsibilities that
come with this event. The members of
UNESCOQO’s World Heritage Committee have
acknowledged the universal significance of
“The Historic Centre of Macao”; this in turn
reflects an engagement Macao has with the
rest of the world, a pledge on behalf of the
Chinese nation to uphold and to continue the
conservation of its heritage for the world.
Article 4 of UNESCO's “Convention Concerning
the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage” states: “Each State Party
to this Convention recognizes that the duty

of ensuring the identification, protection,
conservation, presentation and transmission
to future generations of the cultural and natural
heritage referred to in Articles 1 and 2 and
situated on its territory, belongs primarily to
that State. It will do all it can to this end, to
the utmost of its own resources and, where
appropriate, with any international assistance
and cooperation, in particular, financial,
artistic, scientific and technical, which it may
be able to obtain”. In other words, as of the
day of listing, the people of Macao are
entrusted by the world to ensure the
protection of “The Historic Centre of Macao”.
We as a community are now more accountable
than ever in this duty of protection.

This shared responsibility calls for the
constant support and cooperation of all of
Macao’s citizens and government depart-
ments. By working together, we are sure to
achieve our goal of protecting that which is
of unique value to the world.
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