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ACREDITAR QUE O JAZZ

PODE MUDAR A SOCIEDADE

E evidente pelo seu nome, que Jazzmeia Horn estava predestinada para o jazz. No
entanto, o este né&o foi a sua primeira opgédo, apesar do nome com que foi agraciada
pela sua avd, uma amante do jazz. Quando a sua professora de musica lhe ofereceu
um d&lbum com uma compilag&o de muUsica jazz, a sua primeira impresséo foi “isto é
mUsica de velhos”, parecendo-lhe que o jazz era muito menos interessante do que o
gospel, o R&B ou o soul com a qual estava mais familiarizada. Contudo, este dlbum
incluia uma mUsica de Sarah Vaughan que impressionou Jazzmeia e lhe inspirou um
gosto pelo jazz que determinou a sua carreira como vocalista deste género musical.
A sua profunda compreenséo do jazz das décadas de 1950 e 1960 contribuiu em
grande medida para o seu desenvolvimento como artista, levando-a a assinar um
contrato com a Prestige, uma antiga e conceituada editora de mUsica jazz. Em Maio

de 2017, Jazzmeia langou o seu primeiro dlbum, A Social Call.

Muitos musicos de jazz da actualidade dedicam-se sobretudo & muisica de fuséo,
conferindo a uma cantora jazz tradicional “cldssica” como Jazzmeia uma aura de
raridade. Em pequenas bandas de jazz, o vocalista tem que assumir o controlo e
liderar os instrumentistas. Com a sua voz expressiva, amplitude vocal e habilidades
temperadas pela experiéncia, incluindo imitagdes de instrumentos de sopro e

scat improvisado, Jazzmeia interpreta os classicos imbuindo-os de peculiaridades
surpreendentes. As suas actuagdes séio sempre apaixonadas, porque a misica é

o que lhe dé& forca para suscitar mudangas, na esperanca de que possa motivar

a reflex&o sobre questdes como a protecgéio do ambiente, problemas raciais, a
pobreza e os maus tratos a animais, desfazendo preconceitos, promovendo a
abertura de espirito e conquistando a justica social através de conversas pacificas.
O seu medley Afro Blue/Eye See You/Wade in the Water, uma peca que oscila entre
o jazz cléssico e o spiritual, é disso um exemplo inequivoco, manifestando o apelo e a
dedicacdo de Jazzmeia ao movimento “Black Lives Matter” e & luta pela igualdade
de direitos. A sua voz poderosa leva o pUblico a reconhecer que fechar os olhos aos

problemas também é crime.

O seu modo de pensar deriva dos antecedentes religiosos da sua familia e do facto
de, apesar de t&o jovem, ser mé&e de duas criangas,. Quando venceu o Concurso
Internacional de Jazz Thelonius Monk de 2015, Jazzmeia quase nem conseguiu
cumprimentar o grande Herbie Hancock, pois teve de correr para os bastidores
para alimentar o seu bebé de dois meses. A sua identificagéo com o seu papel
maternal aprofundou a sua ambicdo de mudar o mundo: “As vezes sinto todo

o sofrimento do mundo a pesar-me nos ombros”. Em comunicados recentes, foi
anunciado que Jazzmeia tem jé vérias musicas escritas para o seu segundo dlbum,
preparando-se agora para explorar questdes sociais através da sua voz madura e

para tranquilizar as almas carentes e inspirar coragem através da musica.

@ Anson Ng




Vencedora da Competigéio Internacional de Jazz Thelonius Monk de
2015 e da Competicéo Internacional de Jazz Sarah Vaughan de 2013,
Jazzmeia Horn possui um nome que fala por si mesmo, capturando

a esséncia da cantora. Proveniente da grande cidade de Dallas, no
estado do Texas, Jazzmeia granjeou em Nova lorque a reputagéio de
“Estrela em Ascensé&o”. Ambicionando uma carreira a solo, Jazzmeia
agraciou a cena musical de Nova lorque em 2009 e licenciou-se pela
New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music. Pouco depois, comegou
a actuar como sideman com os musicos Winard Harper, Junior Mance,
Billy Harper, Vincent Gardner (antigo aluno do Lincoln Center),
Delfeayo Marsalis, Mike LeDonne, Peter Bernstein, Johnny O’Neal,
Vincent Herring, Kirk Lightsey, Frank Wess e Ellis Marsalis.

Jazzmeia foi distinguida com o prémio Downbeat Student Music (2008
e 2009), prémio Melhor Vocalista de Jazz a Solo (2010), Betty Carter’s
Jazz Ahead Program (2013) no Kennedy Center, The Rising Star

Award na Competicdo Internacional de Jazz Sarah Vaughan (2012),
foi finalista no Mid-Atlantic Jazz Vocal Competition (2014) e venceu o

prémio Young Lioness no 16" Annual Central Brooklyn Jazz Consortium.

Jazzmeia actua em vdrios clubes de jazz a nivel nacional e
internacional, liderando o seu grupo The Artistry of Jazz Horn, o

qual inclui um pianista, um baixista, um baterista, um saxofonista,
uma poeta, uma dancarina e uma vocalista (ela prépria). Jazzmeia
oferece a sua vida e talento musical perante Deus, declarando: “Estou
grata pela oportunidade de tocar musica profissionalmente e sinto
um profundo um desejo de elevar as almas das pessoas necessitadas

através da minha arte no espirito da muisica”.




Marcus comegou a estudar saxofone aos nove anos de idade, tendo,
com a ajuda do consagrado saxofonista Bruce Williams, desenvolvido
uma paix&o que o levou a actuar profissionalmente em palco aos
treze anos. Com talentos que se estendem para além da musica,
Marcus licenciou-se em Matemdtica pela Universidade de Harvard,
mudando-se para Nova lorque a fim de desenvolver uma carreira
musical. Al estabeleceu rapidamente uma reputacéo como intérprete
versatil e de grande virtuosismo, enquanto estudava producéo e
engenharia musicais sob a tutela do engenheiro Bob Brockman,

vencedor de vdarios Grammys.

Marcus actuou na Casa Branca para Obama, no Madison Square
Garden, no programa de televisdo The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert ao lado de Jon Batiste e no Carnegie Hall, tendo ainda
realizado grava¢des com Benny Blanco e Ryan Tedder. Actua
regularmente em prestigiados espacos dedicados ao jazz como

The Blue Note e Dizzy’s, na série de raves matinais “Daybreak”, em
digressdes internacionais com grupos musicais de vérios estilos,
desde o New Orleans Hot Jazz ao indie rock. Marcus é um dos
oradores da Associacéo de Professores de MUsica da Nova Jérsia,
em cuja qualidade discute producéio e educagdo musicais, tendo sido

reconhecido como Artist of Distinction pelo estado da Nova Jérsia.

Victor Gould, pianista de Los Angeles, comegou a tocar piano aos
quatro anos de idade, tendo-se licenciado pelo Berklee College

of Music, onde recebeu a Bolsa de Estudos Presidencial Herbie
Hancock. Imediatamente apés a sua licenciatura, Victor prosseguiu
os seus estudos no prestigiado Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz,
onde concluiv um mestrado. Em 2009, recebeu o Prémio de

Jovem Compositor de Jazz da Fundac&o ASCAP e, em 2006, foi
semifinalista da Competicé&o Internacional de Piano Thelonious
Monk. Como membro do Donald Harrison Quartet, Victor gravou
trés CD e um DVD, tendo realizado digressées pelos Estados Unidos
e pela Europa. Partilhou palcos com Esperanza Spalding, Terence
Blanchard, Branford Marsalis, Nicholas Payton, Ralph Peterson,
Wallace Roney, entre muitos outros artistas. Residindo actualmente
em Nova lorque, ¢ membro do Wallace Roney Quintet hd mais de um

ano, periodo durante o qual gravou dois dlbuns com o quinteto.




Nascido no estado da Florida em 1987, Barry comecou a tocar
baixo eléctrico aos 14 anos, com a intengdo de tocar musica rock.
Na escola secunddria, Barry integrou inadvertidamente uma banda
de jazz e comecou a ter aulas de baixo acUstico. Frequentou a
Universidade do Estado da Florida, onde estudou jazz com Rodney
Jordan e contrabaixo cldssico com Melanie Punter. Estudou ainda
com o lenddrio pianista Marcus Roberts. Apés a sua licenciatura,
Barry mudou-se para Nova Orledes, onde actuou com vdrios
mUsicos conceituados da cidade, enquanto fazia um mestrado na

Universidade de Nova Orledes, sob a tutela de Roland Guerin.

Em 2011, integrou a Glen David Andrews Band, colaborando na
gravagdo de vérios dlbuns da banda e desempenhando o cargo de

director musical no dlbum Redemption.

Barry integrou a banda Jon Batiste and Stay Human em 2013, tendo
desde entéo realizado miltiplas digressées por todo o mundo. Actuou
em vdrios festivais, incluindo o Montreux Jazz Festival, o Festival
Internacional de Jazz de Montreal, o Festival de Jazz de Newport, o
Festival de Jazz do Mar do Norte, o Festival de Jazz de Monterey, o
Festival de Jazz da Umbrio, o Festival de Jazz da Playboy, Bonnaroo

e Lollapalooza.

Barry é conhecido por liderar e compor para bandas em vdrios
géneros musicais. Em 2011, foi galardoado com o Prémio Louis
Armstrong da Fundagdo ASCAP, ao qual se seguiu o Prémio de
Composicdo Svenson em 2012. Em 2015, lancou o seu primeiro album

de jazz, Basic Truths, com um reportério de composi¢cdes originais.




Henry tem-se estabelecido como um dos bateristas mais solicitados
na cena do jazz nos E.U.A. e no exterior desde 2015, continuando a
colaborar com artistas de renome mundial como Freddy Cole, Marcus
Printup, Jazzmeia Horn, Russell Gunn e Scotty Barnhart e realizado

vdrias residéncias com o Jazz at Lincoln Center em Doha, no Qatar.

Natural de Detroit, Henry aproveitou de forma extraordinéria as
multiplas oportunidades educativas e culturais da cidade actuando,
enquanto estudante do ensino secunddrio, no Festival de Jazz de
Detroit e passando vdrios anos a estudar sob a tutela do falecido e
consagrado trompetista Marcus Belgrave, como membro da Civic

Jazz Orchestra da Orquestra Sinfénica de Detroit.

Durante a sua licenciatura em Composic&o Musical no Morehouse
College de Atlanta, Henry co-fundou o grupo Jaspects, o qual
rapidamente se tornou um dos principais grupos musicais da cidade,
vendendo com sucesso milhares de gravacées, organizando as

suas proprias digressdes e formando colaboragdes criativas com
|luminares da mdsica como P. J. Morton dos Maroon 5, Janelle Monde
(nomeada para vérios prémios Grammy), Tony Hightower de Tyler
Perry e Chantae Cann, os quais podem ser ouvidos nas gravacdes
de Jaspects. Henry compés igualmente obras originais para filmes e
actuou em pecas de teatro, incluindo na pegca da Broadway, nomeada
para os prémios Tony, Shuffle Along, or, the Making of the Musical
Sensation of 1921 and All That Followed.
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BELIEVING THAT
JAZZ MUSIC CAN STILL
CHANGE THE SOCIETY

One can see from the name of Jazzmeia Horn that she was predestined with jazz.
However, she did not go for jazz at first despite her grandmother, who has a passion
for jazz, gave her this name. Her music teacher gave her a jazz compilation album,
her first impression was “this is old people’s music”, as jazz is much less interesting
compared to her familiar gospels, R&B and soul music. Fortunately, this album

also recorded a song from Sarah Vaughan which amazed Jazzmeia. She became
obsessed with jazz which determined her career as a jazz vocalist. Jazzmeia's

deep understanding of jazz from the 1950s and 1960s contributed greatly to her
own development as an artist and led to her being signed by Prestige, a long-time

reputable jazz label. In May 2017, Jazzmeia released her first album, A Social Call.

While many jazz musicians nowadays focus on fusion music, a traditional “classic”
jazz singer like Jazzmeia is a rare sight. In small jazz bands, the singer must take
charge and lead the instrumentalists. Jazzmeia, with her expressive, wide-range
voice and her well-seasoned skills including imitations of wind instruments as well
as improvised scatting, gives her interpretation of classics with her own surprising
characteristics. Most importantly, her performance is always full of passion, because
music is what gives her strength to bring changes. She hopes that her music can
reflect on issues related to environmental protection, race, poverty and animal
abuse, change people’s bias and broaden their minds, and achieve social justice
through peaceful conversations. Her medley, Afro Blue/Eye See You/Wade in the
Water, is a best example as it is a song between jazz classics and spiritual, and
perfectly exemplifies her call on the Black Lives Matter movement. Her powerful

voice makes the listeners admit that turning a blind eye is also a crime.

Her way of thinking is partly attributed to her family’s religious background, and also
her identity as a mother of two children. When she won the 2015 Thelonius Monk
International Jazz Competition, she barely had time to greet the jazz great Herbie
Hancock as she had to rush backstage to feed her two-month old baby. Probably
this maternal role has deepened her ambitions to bring changes to the world: “I

feel like the burdens of the world are on my shoulder sometimes”. It is said that
Jazzmeia has written many songs for her second album and prepares to explore the
social issues and concerns through her own maturing voice, as well as to soothe and

encourage those in need through music.

@ Anson Ng



Winner of the 2015 Thelonius Monk International Vocal Jazz
Competition and 2013 Sarah Vaughan International Jazz Vocal
Competition, Jazzmeia Horn has a name that speaks for itself,
capturing her very essence. Hailing from the great Dallas, Texas
Jazzmeia has already earned a reputation in New York as a “Rising
Star.” With the ambition to pursue a solo career, Jazzmeia graced the
New York scene in 2009 and earned her degree at The New School
for Jazz and Contemporary Music. It wasn’t until much later that
she began to perform as a sideman with musicians Winard Harper,
Junior Mance, Billy Harper, Lincoln Center Alumni Vincent Gardner,
Delfeayo Marsalis, Mike LeDonne, Peter Bernstein, Johnny O’Neal,
Vincent Herring, Kirk Lightsey, Frank Wess and Ellis Marsalis.

Jazzmeia's accolades include Downbeat Student Music Award
Recipient 2008 and 2009, Best Vocal Jazz Soloist Winner 2010, The
2013 Betty Carter’s Jazz Ahead Program at The Kennedy Center in
Washington D.C., The Rising Star Award for the 2012 Sarah Vaughan
International Vocal Jazz Competition, Finalist for Mid-Atlantic Jazz
Vocal Competition 2014, and the Young Lioness Award of the 16"

Annual Central Brooklyn Jazz Consortium.

Jazzmeia appears in various clubs on the jazz scene nationally and
internationally leading her dynamic group “The Artistry of Jazz Horn”
which includes pianist, bassist, drummer, saxophonist, poet, dancer
and vocalist (herself). Jazzmeia humbles her life and gift of music
before God and says “l am thankful for the opportunity to play music
professionally and have a deep desire to uplift the souls of others in

need through my artistry in the spirit of music.”




Marcus began his studies in saxophone at age nine and, with the
help of world renown saxophonist Bruce Williams, he developed

a passion that put him on stage professionally at 13. With gifts
extending beyond the music, he graduated from Harvard University
with a degree in Mathematics and moved to New York City to pursue
music. He soon developed a reputation as a versatile and virtuosic
player, while studying music production and engineering under

Grammy-winning engineer Bob Brockman.

Marcus has performed at the Obama White House, Madison Square
Garden, “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert” alongside Jon Batiste,
Carnegie Hall, as well as recorded with Benny Blanco and Ryan
Tedder. He regularly performs at major jazz venues like The Blue
Note and Dizzy's Jazz Club, is featured at the “Day Breaker” series

of morning raves, and has toured internationally with various groups
ranging from New Orleans Hot Jazz to Indie Rock. In addition, he is a
speaker at the New Jersey Music Educators Association, discussing
music production and education, and was noted as an Artist of

Distinction by the state of New Jersey.

Victor Gould, a pianist from Los Angeles, began playing the piano
at the young age of four. His undergraduate degree was completed
at Berklee College of Music where he was a recipient of the Herbie
Hancock Presidential Scholarship. Immediately after he graduated
from Berklee, Victor attended the prestigious Thelonious Monk
Institute of Jazz and received his Master’s degree. He has won

the 2009 ASCAP Foundation Young Jazz Composer Award and
was the semifinalist in The Thelonious Monk International Piano
Competition in 2006. As a member of the Donald Harrison Quartet,
Victor recorded three CDs and a DVD, and toured the United States
and Europe. He has performed with Esperanza Spalding, Terence
Blanchard, Branford Marsalis, Nicholas Payton, Ralph Peterson,
Wallace Roney and many others. He is currently residing in New York
and has been a member of the Wallace Roney Quintet for over a

year. In that time he has recorded two albums with him.




Born in Florida in 1987, he began playing the electric bass at the
age of 14, with the intention to play rock music. In high school, Barry
inadvertently joined the jazz band and started taking acoustic bass
lessons. He attended Florida State University where he studied jazz
and classical double bass with Rodney Jordan and Melanie Punter,
respectively. While at Florida State, he also studied with legendary
pianist Marcus Roberts. Upon graduating, Barry moved to New
Orleans and played with many of the city’s notable musicians while
studying for his Master’s degree at the University of New Orleans

under the tutelage of Roland Guerin.

In 2011, he joined the Glen David Andrews Band and appeared on
several of the band’s albums, as well as serving as musical director
on the album Redemption. Barry joined Jon Batiste and Stay Human
in 2013 and has since toured the world nonstop. He has performed
at a variety of festivals including the Montreux Jazz Fstival, Montreal
International Jazz Festival, Newport Jazz Festival, North Sea Jazz
Festival, Monterey Jazz Festival, Umbria Jazz Festival, and Playboy

Jazz Festival as well as Bonnaroo and Lallapalooza.

Barry has been known to lead and compose for bands in various
genres of music. In 2011, he was awarded the ASCAP Foundation
Louis Armstrong Award followed by the Shirley Svenson Composition
Award in 2012. In 2015, he released his debut jazz album Basic Truths

featuring original compositions.

Henry has emerged as one of the most “in demand” drummers on
the jazz scene in the U.S. and abroad since 2015 and continues

to work with global touring artists such as Freddy Cole, Marcus
Printup, Jazzmeia Horn, Russell Gunn, Scotty Barnhart, and several

residencies with “Jazz at Lincoln Center” in Doha, Qatar.

Herny, a Detroit native, made extraordinary use of the many
educational and cultural opportunities from the city, performing as a
high school student on The Detroit Jazz Festival stages and spending
several years studying under the tutelage of the late, great trumpeter
Marcus Belgrave as a member of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra’s

Civic Jazz Orchestra.

While matriculating at Atlanta’s Morehouse College where Henry
obtained his Bachelor's degree in Music Composition, he co-founded
the group, Jaspects, which quickly became a staple in the city’s music
scene and successfully sold thousands of their own recordings, while
booking their own tours and forming creative collaborations with such
luminaries as Maroon 5’s PJ Morton, Grammy nominated Janelle
Monde, Tyler Perry’s Tony Hightower, and Chantae Cann, who can
each be heard on Jaspects’ recordings. Henry has also composed
original works for films and performed in theatre including the Tony
Award nominated “Shuffle Along, or, the Making of the Musical
Sensation of 1921 and All That Followed" on Broadway.
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