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Jazz is a musical genre like no other. What makes it so cool and appealing for musicians and audiences alike is its free

improvising spirit, allowing the tunes to be created in the very moment they are played or sung. This swinging music style was
born in the South of the USA in the early 20th Century amongst the African-American community. Stemming from a bunch of other

musical genres, from the blues to Cuban rhythms, no one really knows where the word jazz came from. It was likely a slang word

used in the 19th Century meaning energy, spirit and courage.

We do know though, that this new music took its first steps in New Orleans from where it quickly evolved and spread

across the USA, arriving to the city of New York, which became the jazz capital of the world. Blending

European harmony and African rhythmic tradition, jazz quickly conquered the globe and was

embraced by plenty of other cultures, resulting in a myriad of
styles. We take boys and girls at the Singing Club to

discover some of the amazing voices that made,

and still make, jazz such an exciting sound!
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What a wonderful Louis Armstrong (1so1 - 1971)

B B JE Z= 8 — A
The first voice improviser
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Born at the turn of the 20th Century in New Orleans, the American city known as the birth place of jazz, Louis Armstrong was
one of the most influent musicians of that time. He started singing in the streets for spare change and didn't receive any
formal musical training until the age of 11 while doing time in a correctional facility for having fired a
pistol on New Year's Eve. What a naughty boy! But that's exactly where he learned how to play
bugle and cornet, two brass instruments similar to the trumpet! His innovative style of singing and
playing the trumpet transformed this musical genre, shifting attention from the band or orchestra

to the performance of an individual musician.
Besides, Armstrong is credited for having
introduced a technique that became known as scat,
that is singing without using words, making sounds
such as “doo-be-bop-doo”, labeling him as one of the
creators of the swing feel!
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Billic Holiday smgs the blues (1915 - 1959)
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Ella Fitzgerald, the amazing 1917- 199¢)
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America’s finest female voice
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With a career that spanned over half a century, from the mid-1930s to the early 90s, Ella Fitzgerald was the
most popular female jazz singer in the USA. Owner of a flexible, wide-ranging and ageless voice, she could
sing ballads, sweet jazz and imitate every instrument in a band. Young Ella began earning a living by singing
and dancing on Harlem'’s street corners. Later on, besides having worked with all the greatest jazz names,
from Duke Ellington to Count Basie and Frank Sinatra, she earned
13 Grammy awards and recorded over 200 albums. That's a lot of
music! Ella’s thrilling mastery of scat singing, an improvising
technique that does not use words, sold more than 40 million

copies around the world.
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Jazz princess Diana Krall (196¢)
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One of the coolest piano-playing singers
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Born in Canada, Diana Krall is a well-known musician whose smooth contralto voice (meaning she can hit
the lowest notes) and elegant piano playing has been praised around the world since the 1990s. Krall
started playing classical piano at a young age and was a church chorister who discovered jazz at home,
listening to her father’s record collection. In her concerts she often sings a variety of rhythms, from pop to
bossa nova tunes. The Grammy-winning jazz singer is very active
with a busy tour schedule and is always surprising fans with new
recordings. If you never had a chance to see her singing live don't
worry, Krall has plenty of videos posted on Youtube! You probably
didnt know she is a mother of two beautiful twins and married to
Elvis Costello, a British pop star who played at CCM just a few

years back.
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Coco Zhao's exuberance (1978
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The freshness of Samara Joy (1999)
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Young voices can swing

FE24BAMERT - ERE—{I&HBEETHME - BE2019F 5B LLE S » B FEBISAVIE
RANBFEVNDMER T HRZHERMBLE - EEARMEOMERTEN—ESLHER BB EE
SigERE~il (BEELEABAETEN—ERK) r REEMZ T SRBESH A —(IBME
RERIVF - TEEEZRIWHNE T ELEE SLAONMBEANEY - RAERAERBHNED
BNEE  AESEHRTEREES - TR TkTok iRSAEALE » thAiM S & MERKIBES
LERBESIES ANEENTH - BEMREEE  XE 7 !

At only 24, young singer Samara Joy is a star on the rise. Her smoky voice and captivating energy first
conquered a live audience in 2019 when she won a singing contest. Joy grew up in the Bronx, New York,
around a supportive musical family. Inspired by her grand-parents, who used to lead a gospel group (a choir
singing Christian songs at church), she is already a Grammy Award
winner. Besides dazzling crowds with her skilful presence in jazz
clubs, festivals and stages across the globe, these days Joy stuns
even bigger audiences as a frequent TV talk-show guest. In fact, her
unique classic-meets-modern style burst onto the wider jazz scene
after her amazing TikTok videos became viral! Go check it now, she

is so cool!
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